THE    CAMPAIGN    OF    THE    LOIRE
stronghold of Beaugency, another seven miles downstream,
whither Talbot had withdrawn the previous month.
The march began, for a wonder, on time, early in the
afternoon of the i5th, Alengon in command on the right
bank, Joan on the left. It was his task to keep the
garrison of the town occupied while she attacked the
bridge, which lay a short distance to the east of it across
a meadow. But the English, seeing themselves hopelessly
outnumbered, gave up the bridge without a struggle and
withdrew behind their walls as the French came in sight.
Joan crossed over and proceeded swiftly westward, Alengon
following after posting his watch over the place. Mean-
time the guns and stores were being floated downstream
on the rapid current and early next morning Joan had
her batteries in position against the walls of Beaugency.
The whole conception was excellent, all speed and no
waste motions. There was no need to dally at Meung,
for it could be pinched out at leisure after the larger
stronghold fell; and the decision to attack Beaugency
itself, instead of wasting time assaulting the bridge from
the other side of the river, avoided the mistake of the
English at Orleans, for if the town fell the bridge naturally
fell with it. Talbot apparently appreciated the extra-
ordinary change that had come over the French, for he
left with 250 men to meet Fastolf and urge him to hurry
if anything was to be saved on the Loire at all. It was
a serious blunder, for only 400 men, under Richard Guetin
and Matthew Gough, remained behind to withstand the
French and hold them there till the relief could arrive.
After a short bombardment the garrison of Beaugency,
seeing that there was no hope of defending the whole
town, withdrew fighting to the castle and bridge, intending
to hold out there until relieved. The French pressed